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family matters 


Beach could 
become first 
city with paid 
maternity 


leave 


By Mary Beth Gahan 
The Virginian-Pilot 


VIRGINIA BEACH 

When a full-time city employ- 
ee gave birth to her son last year, 
she used two weeks of vacation 
she had saved up to care for him. 
But to spend more time at home 
with him, she could only afford 
to take off four additional weeks 
without pay. 

She came back to work six 
weeks after a cesarean section. 

“As a new mother taking care 
of an infant, you’re still sore and 
completely drained. But you’re ex- 
pected to just bounce back,” said 
the woman, who asked that her 
name not be used. “It’s absurd.” 

If her baby had been born two 
years later, it might have been dif- 
ferent: Virginia Beach is poised to 
become the first South Hampton 
Roads city to add paid leave for 
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the proposal 


The city would offer 
three weeks paid 
maternity leave for 
mothers. Non-birthing 
parents or those who 
adopt would get two. 


Women make up about 
40 percent of the city’s 
6,500 workers. School 
division employees 

are not included in the 
proposed policy. 


Religious day 
cares: May 
Skip license, 


but get 


federal funds 


aie 


By Katherine Hafner 
The Virginian-Pilot 


For decades, unlicensed church- 
run day cares in Virginia have ar- 
gued that the separation of church 
and state should exempt them 
from government oversight. But 
more than a quarter of them also 
collectively receive millions of 
dollars in federal and state sub- 
sidies each year. 

Religious day cares say govern- 
ment money is vital to their mis- 
sion of providing child care to the 
poorest populations in the state. 
Critics say any day care that ac- 
cepts government money should 
accept the same oversight. 

An analysis by The Virginian- 
Pilot found that 275 of almost 
1,000 religious day cares received 
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the scope 


An analysis by The 
Virginian-Pilot found 
that 275 of almost 1,000 
religious day cares 
received a total of $6.8 
million in 2016 through 
Virginia’s Child Care 
Subsidy Program. 


the difference 


Licensed day cares have 
to undergo frequent 
inspections, background 
checks and staff 
training, much of which 
religious day cares can 
avoid. Centers that 

take subsidies have to 
comply with some, but 
not all, of those rules. 


Militants 

attack Egyptian 
mosque, kill at 
least 235 people 


Massacre ts the latest 
attack on Sufi faith 


By Brian Rohan and Samy Magdy 
The Associated Press 


In the deadliest attack by Islamic 
extremists in Egypt, militants as- 
saulted a crowded mosque Friday 
during prayers, blasting helpless 
worshipers with gunfire and rock- 
et-propelled grenades and block- 
ing their escape routes. At least 
235 people were killed before the 
assailants got away. 

The attack in the northern part 
of the Sinai Peninsula targeted a 
mosque frequented by Sufis, mem- 
bers of a mystic movement within 
Islam. Islamic militants, including 
the local affiliate of the Islamic 
State group, consider Sufis her- 
etics because of their less literal 
interpretations of the faith. 

The attack in the town of Bir al- 
Abd also wounded at least 109, ac- 
cording to the state news agency. 


See EGYPT, PAGE 8 


FCC NET NEUTRALITY 
PROCESS CORRUPTED, 
OFFICIAL ALLEGES 


The New York attorney general and 
others say IDs stolen and comments 
faked or deleted. PAGE 5 
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partly cloudy 


High: 6Os. Low: 40s. 
Details, back page of Sports 
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Oscar Smith and Nansemond 
River advance to state semis, 
King’s Fork falls short. 


inia Tech 
shuts out U.Va. 


The Hokies beat the Cavaliers 


eir win streak 


in the annual rival game alive. 
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Injured people are evacuated from the scene of an attack in Bir al-Abd in 
the northern Sinai Peninsula of Egypt on Friday. In the deadliest attack 
ever by Islamic extremists in Egypt, militants assaulted a mosque during 
prayer, targeting Sufis, members of a mystic movement within Islam. 
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a more important job - companion. 


By Victoria Bourne 
The Virginian-Pilot 


CHESAPEAKE 
TRUDEL THE DOG is kind of a big 
deal, a big deal for becoming smaller. 

But the once obese, now svelte ca- 
nine is an even bigger deal to the fami- 
ly who recently adopted her. She’s help- 

ing a 17-year-old girl learn to be happy again. 
“She makes me want to get out of bed,” said 

Skylar Gray as she walked Strudel around her 

family’s Western Branch neighborhood on a 

blustery Sunday afternoon. 

The 7-year-old golden retriever mix, which 
once tipped the scales at 80.5 pounds, has shed 
about 25 pounds since finding her way to a lo- 
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A growing number of young adults have taken up farming, 
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Fit for the job 


STRUDEL became known for weight loss but has 


COURTESY OF THE ZOOM ROOM 


Strudel’s weight 
loss has been 
featured on local 
TV, online and 
was even picked 
up by news 
outlets in the 
United Kingdom. 
“She has gone 
completely 
viral,” said John 
Cotthaus, co- 
owner of the 
Zoom Room in 
Virginia Beach. 


